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Federal Highway Administration, DOT § 230.204 

businesses which participate in the 
Federal-aid highway program as a mi-
nority business enterprise (MBE), 
women business enterprise (WBE), or 
disadvantaged business enterprise 
(DBE), all defined under 49 CFR part 23. 
This expanded definition is used only 
in this subpart as a simplified way of 
defining the firms eligible to benefit 
from this supportive services program. 

(b) Supportive Services means those 
services and activities provided in con-
nection with minority business enter-
prise programs which are designed to 
increase the total number of minority 
businesses active in the highway pro-
gram and contribute to the growth and 
eventual self-sufficiency of individual 
minority businesses so that such busi-
nesses may achieve proficiency to com-
pete, on an equal basis, for contracts 
and subcontracts. 

(c) State highway agency means that 
department, commission, board, or of-
ficial of any State charged by its laws 
with the responsibility for highway 
construction. The term State is consid-
ered equivalent to State highway agency 
if the context so implies. 

§ 230.203 Policy. 
Based on the provisions of Pub. L. 97– 

424, dated January 6, 1983, it is the pol-
icy of the Federal Highway Adminis-
tration (FHWA) to promote increased 
participation of minority business en-
terprises in Federal-aid highway con-
tracts in part through the development 
and implementation of cost effective 
supportive services programs through 
the State highway agencies. 

§ 230.204 Implementation of sup-
portive services. 

(a) Subject to the availability of 
funds under 23 U.S.C. 140(c), the State 
highway agency shall establish proce-
dures to develop, conduct, and admin-
ister minority business enterprise 
training and assistance programs spe-
cifically for the benefit of women and 
minority businesses. Supportive serv-
ices funds allocated to the States shall 
not be used to finance the training of 
State highway agency employees or to 
provide services in support of such 
training. State highway agencies are 
not required to match funds allocated 
to them under this section. Individual 

States are encouraged to be actively 
involved in the provision of supportive 
services. Such involvement can take 
the form of staff, funding, and/or direct 
assistance to augment the supportive 
services efforts financed by Federal-aid 
funds. 

(b) State highway agencies shall give 
preference to the following types of 
services: 

(1) Services relating to identifica-
tion, prequalification, and certification 
assistance, with emphasis on increas-
ing the total number of legitimate mi-
nority business enterprises partici-
pating in the Federal-aid highway pro-
gram; 

(2) Services in connection with esti-
mating, bidding, and technical assist-
ance designed to develop and improve 
the capabilities of minority businesses 
and assist them in achieving pro-
ficiency in the technical skills involved 
in highway construction; 

(3) Services designed to develop and 
improve the immediate and long-term 
business management, recordkeeping, 
and financial accounting capabilities; 

(4) Services to assist minority busi-
ness enterprises to become eligible for 
and to obtain bonding and financial as-
sistance; 

(5) Services relating to verification 
procedures to ensure that only bona 
fide minority business enterprises are 
certified as eligible for participation in 
the Federal-aid highway program; 

(6) Follow-up services to ascertain 
the outcome of training and assistance 
being provided; and 

(7) Other services which contribute to 
long-term development, increased op-
portunities, and eventual self-suffi-
ciency of minority business enter-
prises. 

(c) A detailed work statement of the 
supportive services which the State 
highway agency considers to meet the 
guidance under this regulation and a 
program plan for meeting the require-
ments of paragraph (b) of this section 
and accomplishing other objectives 
shall be submitted to the FHWA for ap-
proval. 

(d) State highway agencies which de-
sire to provide or obtain services other 
than those listed in paragraph (b) of 
this section shall submit their pro-
posals to the FHWA for approval. 
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